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Why Dover Has a Master Plan



Master Plan 101



Planning Board Oversees
(Guided by RSAs 674:2 - 4 and 675:6)

 The Board may adopt the master plan 
as a whole, or in sections or parts. 

 Plan updates should be every 5 to 10 
years.

 The Board shall inform the general 
public and the Office of Energy and 
Planning and regional planning 
commission of updates.

 Public hearing are part of the adoption 
or amendment.

Master Plan Adoption



Chapters Of a Master Plan

 Vision (2012)*

 Land Use (2015)*

 Community Facilities (2009)

 Utilities (2009)

 Recreation (2009)

 Natural Resources (2012)

 Economic Dev. (2015)

 Housing (2015)

 Transportation (2016)

 Implementation (Ongoing)

 Historic Resources (2016)

 Natural Hazards

 Cultural Resources (2016)

 Energy

 Coastal Mgmt. (2017)

 Regional Concern

 Community Design

 Neighborhood Plan
In Place To Be Completed Not Contemplated* = Required



Public Involvement
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Lee Skinner

Dorothy Wagner

Chair in bold



Do’s and Don’ts

 A Master Plan is:

 The community’s vision

 A living/dynamic document

 A tool for managing growth

 A guide for capital spending

 The City’s strategic plan

 A Master Plan is not: 

 Regulations

 A static document

 A burden

 Funding

 A place holder



Executive Summary Layout

 Introduction

 Recommendations
 Vision

 Land Use

 Transportation

 Recreation

 Conservation and Open Space

 Natural and Historic Resources

 Community Facilities and Utilities

 Transportation Tables



Executive Summary Elements



Sample Recommendations

 Recreation
 A Dog Park should be constructed

 Completed, 2010

 Conservation/Open Space

 Raise awareness of accessible conservation lands

Ongoing

 Community Facilities/Utilities

 Construct a Police Facility in conjunction with a 

parking garage downtown

 In Progress , 2016



Sample Recommendations

 Land Use
 Revise regulations to ensure that low impact storm 

water facilities, natural resource protection, and 

other ecological approaches to land use change 

are required through development review.

 In Progress, 2016

 Natural/Historic Resources

 Include a biosolid section in the Zoning Code.

Not recommended, 2000, Planning Board

 Establish a Heritage Commission

 Completed 2015



Connections to Goals

Goal Vision Land 
Use

Trans Rec Open 
Space

Com
Facility

Stewardship

Citizen 
Engagement

X X X X X X

Economic
Development

X X X X X X

Infrastructure X X X X X X

Downtown
Access

X X X



Visioning

 When Dover celebrates its 400th

anniversary in 2023 it will be a 
dynamic community with an 
outstanding quality of life because it 
has achieved the following 
interconnected characteristics:

A City with an emerging urban vibrancy guided by a small town

sense of community.



Vision Elements

 Safe family friendly neighborhoods, a strong sense of 
community and an excellent school system, 

 The historic downtown is alive and vibrant,

 Government and schools are run effectively and efficiently 
with full transparency, 

 Multiple transportation modes present,

 Traffic volumes/speeds are well managed,

 Dover attracts and retains stable, well-paying jobs,

 Rural character is preserved and infill development is 
encouraged,

 Enhanced environmental quality in all the City’s activities.



Transportation Chapter

 Focus Area Goals for the Chapter– 2015/16
1. Traffic Calming

1. Local speed

2. infrastructure

2. Access to Transit

3. Connections

1. Sidewalk

2. Neighborhood

3. Bike

4. Smart City

1. Technology 

2. Performance measures



MP Years 
1963, 
1978, 
1988, 
1998, 
2000, 
2007, 
2009,

2011,

2012,

2015…

Implement Monitor

Community 
Vision

Develop 
Chapter

Next Steps



 STEWARDSHIP - 2016

1. Natural Resources

2. Cultural and Historic Resources

3. Energy

4. Social Capital

 Coastal Management – 2016/2017

1. Climate Adaptation

2. Coastal Management

 Community Facilities – 2017

1. Maintenance and Investment strategies

2. Building and Infrastructure Needs

Next Steps



Questions

Christopher G. Parker, AICP

c.parker@dover.nh.gov

 Blog: http://dovernhplanning.tumblr.com/

 Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/DoverNHPLanning

 Twitter: @DoverNHPlanning

 WWW: http://1.usa.gov/1M63Xv3

mailto:c.parker@dover.nh.gov
http://dovernhplanning.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/DoverNHPLanning
http://1.usa.gov/1M63Xv3

