














How much of the coastal watershed

is protected from development?

CURRENTLY, 54,622
ARE PROTECTED, WHICH

OF THE LAND AREA.

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT

Development of land for residential, commercial,
industrial, and other uses can eliminate or disrupt
habitats and increase stormwater runoff and
other sources of water pollution. Permanently
protecting key areas from development will
maintain the ecosystem benefits provided by
healthy, natural landscapes.

ExpLANATION

As of 2005, there were 54,622 acres of protected
land in New Hampshire's coastal watershed, which
represented |0.7 percent of the entire watershed
land area (Figure 25). Over the past three years,
12,037 acres in the coastal watershed have been
permanently protected from development

(4,012 acres per year on average). In order to
reach the NHEP goal of protecting 15 percent

of the watershed land area by 2010, an additional
21,790 acres need to be protected in the water-
shed. The rate of land protection will need to
increase in order to meet the NHEP goal.

The percentage of land area that is protected in
each town is shown in Figure 26. This map shows
that progress toward the NHEP goals has been
good in the towns around Great Bay, near the
coast, and in the vicinity of the Bear Brook and
Pawtuckaway State Parks. In contrast, there is a
lower percentage of protected land in the Salmon
Falls River and Cocheco River watersheds.

Many municipalities, land trusts, and conservation
organizations are working to protect lands from
rapidly increasing development. One especially
successful effort is guided by the Great Bay
Resource Protection Partnership (GBRPP), which
is a collaborative group of nine conservation
organization and agencies. As of December 2005,
the GBRPP has facilitated the protection of over
7,000 acres of land in the Great Bay region.

ACRES IN THE WATERSHED

AMOUNTS TO 10.7 PERCENT

NHEP Goal: Increase the acres of protected
private and public lands from baseline levels to
|5 percent by 2010.
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Protected by The Nature Conservancy,
Lubberland Creek Preserve covers
120 acres adjacent to Great Bay

Conservation lands in the coastal watershed (Figure 25)
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Coverage of conservation lands in municipalities
in the coastal watershed (Figure 26)

Data Source: UNH Complex Systems Research Center

LAND CONSERVATION PLAN FOR
NEW HAMPSHIRE’S COASTAL WATERSHEDS

To maintain healthy coastal ecosystems, ecologically
valuable land needs to be protected from develop-
ment.The recently completed Land Conservation
Plan for New Hampshire’s Coastal Watersheds
identifies 75 conservation focus areas totaling over
230,000 acres that are key targets for land protection
activities. The areas identified in the plan are
important for the protection and maintenance

of ecosystem functions and ecological integrity
throughout the coastal watershed. The conservation
focus areas were selected for their importance

in protecting water quality and aquatic resources,
promoting large forested habitat blocks, and
supporting critical habitats and species that are
valued in the seacoast region. The plan is intended
to serve as a scientifically defensible guide to support
habitat protection activities — both through traditional
conservation approaches (e.g., fee ownership and
conservation easements) and regulatory approaches
that limit development in high priority areas and
encourage conservation practices. The NH Coastal
Program will use the plan as the foundation for the
State’s Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation
Program (CELCP). For more information on the
plan, go to www.nhep.unh.edu.
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